
Manson Community Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting on May 15, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6 PM by Chair Kim Ustanik with council members Kathy 
Blum, Kathy Miller, and Jeremy Jaech also present.  Jorge Valencia was absent.  Nine members 
of the Manson community signed the guest sheet, which is attached to these minutes. 
 
After the flag salute, the minutes of the April regular meeting were approved on a motion from 
Kathy Blum, seconded by Kathy Miller. 
 
The proposed Master Planned Resort overlay application for Harmony Meadows was 
introduced by Jeremy Jaech and discussed.  There was public comment and questions.  Kathy 
Miller moved, Kathy Blum seconded, and Kim Ustanik voted to inform the county that the 
council had no objections to the proposal.  Jeremy Jaech recused himself from the vote. 
 
The proposed Wapato Heritage request to rezone their property from UR1 to UR3 was 
discussed.  No representative for the project was present.  Several concerns were expressed by 
council members and the public, especially around soil remediation, density, road access, short-
term rentals, and needed highway improvements.  The council agreed to recommend that the 
rezone to UR3 not be allowed by unanimous vote. 
 
A discussion of revising the council bylaws was introduced by Kim Ustanik.  She had approached 
a volunteer to see if she will agree to draft the bylaws for us.  The volunteer wants more history 
and a mission statement from the council before proceeding.   Council members agreed to try 
to develop a mission statement using email. 
 
Community notices and discussions followed.  Two topics were introduced, the first concerns 
about zebra mussels invading Lake Chelan and the second regarding recycling. 
 
John Snyder talked about the zebra mussel issue, noting that milfoil has already infested the 
lake.  He proposed that boats entering the area be inspected and required to be pressure-
washed to remove any potential zebra mussels that would infest the lake.  He noted that 
Whatcom County does this to protect their lake.  He requested that the council raise this issue 
with the county, in particular with Mike Kaputa, the chair of the Watershed Planning Unit.  The 
council agreed to write a letter of support to the Department of Natural Resources and to 
coordinate with Dr. Phil Long of the Lake Chelan Research Institute.  Brian Paterson noted that 
the he is still trying to determine if the lake can support growth of zebra mussels.  The council 
asked Brian to research this issue and report back. 
 
John Snyder talked about the Blackcap Farm project and his opposition to it.  He provided a 
spreadsheet with all the known planned high-density housing for the area.  A member of the 
public noted that high density housing puts added pressure on the lake.  Kathy Blum agreed to 
share John’s list with council members. 



 
John Frolker talked about the new recycling guidelines, noting that they are confusing.  He is 
concerned that the waste stream will be significantly bigger without good recycling options.  
The council agreed that we would encourage recycling, perhaps by sharing recycling bins 
among neighbors to reduce the cost. 
New business before the council was discussed next.  In planning the June meeting, council 
members suggested we get Matt Charleton to discuss the declining enrollment at the Manson 
schools and the impact that is having on teacher layoffs.  There was also a discussion on 
affordable housing, and Kim Ustanik noted that the City of Chelan had held a meeting on the 
topic at the Vogue which she attended.  Also noted was that the City of Chelan has the entire 
presentation created by a private researcher available on their website.  There was a question 
about the council’s need to abide by the Open Public Meetings Act and the Freedom of 
Information Act.  Council responded that we do not believe we are required to abide by these 
acts but intend to operate in an open manner.  The only practical difference will be the ability 
of the council to communicate in group emails.  Decisions on recommendations will also be 
done in open meetings.  Finally, the council agreed to cancel the special meeting scheduled for 
June 1st. 
 
Jeremy moved to adjourn the meeting.  Kathy Blum seconded the motion and the majority 
voted to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 
Signed by Jeremy Jaech 
  


