
Manson Community Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting on August 21, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6 PM by Chair Kim Ustanik with council members Kathy 
Miller, Kathy Blum, and Jeremy Jaech also present.  Jorge Valencia was absent.  Seven members 
of the Manson community signed the guest sheet, which is attached to these minutes. 
 
After the flag salute, the minutes of the July regular meeting were approved on a motion from 
Kathy Miller, seconded by Kathy Blum. 
 
Kathy Blum reported that the MCC bank account balance increased by approximately $5 last 
month because she deposited the money as a donation to keep the account active. 
 
The main topic for discussion was a request from Bob Knauss regarding the council’s 
perspective on a possible text change to the Manson Urban Growth Area regulations.  Bob has 
a client who wishes to build apartments within the Manson CD.  The project would benefit from 
a change to the UGA to allow residences on the first floor of buildings in the CD provided the 
residence doesn’t front a street.   The client is willing to start the process and pay the fees to 
attempt to have the change to the UGA made, but wanted to know if the community was likely 
to oppose it before starting down that path.  Alternatively, the client could seek to rezone the 
target property to UR3, which would allow the construction of apartments. 
 
Because the proposed change would affect all buildings within the CD, discussion ensued on the 
wisdom of making the change broadly rather than seeking a solution that would be specific to 
this one property. 
 
The proposed change had been part of a request by a large group of people last year, with no 
action taken at that time on this issue.   
 
An audience member noted that it is very difficult to build apartments in the Manson CD 
because of the requirement that buildings have commercial businesses on the first floor, and 
that more apartments would be desirable to provide less expensive housing options in town. 
 
Without voting on the matter, some of the council members expressed support for the 
proposed change given the information available to the council at present.  No one expressed 
strong opposition.  All council members recommended that Bob’s client submit the proposal for 
the text change. 
 
Following the UGA change discussion, Kim noted that we have not been receiving requests for 
input from the county on any projects over the past few months.  Several people speculated 
that the recent changes in leadership and staff at the county’s Community Development 
department were likely causing delays or non-normal processes to occur. 
 



An audience member asked about the status of the Blackcap Farms.  The council has not 
received any new information regarding this project.  Some members of the audience, notably 
Brian Patterson, who has been closely following the proposed development, provided some 
information.  County Community Development staff issued a determination of non-significance 
and recommended approval of the project, with some conditions requiring remediation of the 
soils on the site.  There is a hearing on September 19th to determine whether the project will be 
approved and under what conditions.  Persons who want to provide input to the process are 
encouraged to attend the hearing.  Apparently there will be no further public comment on the 
SEPA.  Dr. Patterson noted that he is satisfied with the mitigation plan for soil contamination 
that is included as one of the conditions for the project. 
 
An audience member asked about the status of the sale of Ernie’s gas station.  The 
understanding of other audience members was that the sale was completed to an individual or 
organization with the intention of transferring it to the Manson Parks following the receipt of 
some grants that are important to making the transfer possible.  It was noted that the Parks 
Department meets the second Thursday of each month at 4:10PM and that the public is invited.  
Council will also consider asking a representative from the Parks Department to brief the 
council on the state of the project. 
 
An audience member asked about the status of a glass-crushing machine for recycling glass 
waste, noting that there had been some talk about getting one in the past.  It was noted that 
the Manson Chamber of Commerce had been trying to make this happen but had run into 
problems figuring out where the crushed glass would go.  Debbie Conwell, director of the 
Manson chamber, said that the project wasn’t dead but was stalled pending resolution of this 
issue. 
 
Jeremy moved to adjourn the meeting.  Kathy Miller seconded the motion and the majority 
voted to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 PM. 
 
Signed by Jeremy Jaech 
  


